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readily available epoxy by East Coast Resin.  The Crystal Clear Epoxy is available from Amazon in 
quantities of 16 oz, 32 oz, 64 oz, 1 gal, or 2 gal, which would allow you to get it in the amount you 
might want to use. 
 

Epoxy does not shrink, can be mixed with a dye or ink, it is supper hard once set and it is very 
forgiving (make a mistake, sand and start over again).  If you are going to purchase the West System 
brand, make sure you get the pumps because each press of the pumps will dispense the appropriate 
amounts for the mix you will need. To avoid the toxicity, make sure you use vinyl disposable gloves, 
get some wax free cups and mixing sticks and cover the working area with a disposable piece of cloth 
or wax paper. The room should be well ventilated (someone has said that epoxy is very stinky and 
smells like death) and wearing a mask is highly recommended. 
 

When working with epoxy, air bubbles can be a challenge.  Joe shared with us several techniques he 
uses.  A pressure pot (to cure acrylic) can be used to suck out the air bubbles as well as a vacuum 
system (like when using stabilizer to harden the wood).  Others have used a heat gun to pop the air 
bubbles as well as spraying the epoxy with denatured alcohol.  To avoid leach out of coloring, apply a 
thin layer of raw epoxy before mixing in the color. 
 

Joe recommends using a bristle brush to carefully apply the epoxy while the piece is turning slowly on 
a slow turner.  Let dry for several hours, sand (120) and apply another coat of epoxy, let dry and 
repeat the process using a higher grade of sandpaper each time and finally buff the piece until you 
are satisfied with the finish product. Charles Jennings uses a Beall Buffing System for optimum 
results. 
 

We thank Joe for sharing his expertise with the group.  
 

Joe Price - Saving 
Pieces with Epoxy  
By  Ramon Chow 
 

Joe Price, an experienced Bowl tuner, 
demonstrated his techniques in using 
Epoxy as a finish as well as his go to 
solutions when faced with voids, 
cracks, knot holes, or turning 
accidents better known as catches. 
 

His primary type and brand has been 
West System Epoxy ( 207 Hardener 
and 106 Resin) but as of late, he has 
been using a less expensive and 
 



DAWG News November 2018 Page 2 

Bring-Back- Box 

Tom Barksdale won the Bring-Back-Box and examines the lovely 
walnut bowl which was turned by Donny Lawson, last ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
winner of the box.   Nice work Donny! 

Remember to patronize our sponsor Woodcraft 
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Show & Tell 
Pictures by Tom Barksdale 

Rule manning ς  Square Bowl  ς  
Maple/Dogwood 

Ken Gano ς Pencil Holder ς ? 

Lloyd Speer ς Christmas Ornaments ς  
Various 

Rule Manning ς Christmas Ornaments 
ς  Various 

Ken Gano ς Ball Box ς ? Jared Bruckner ς Five  Sided Vase ς Maple 
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Show & Tell 
Pictures by Tom Barksdale 

Doug Spohn ς Icicle Ornaments ς  
Spruce 2x4 

Charles Helton  ς с мκн ά .ƻǿƭ ς Spalted  
Hackberry 

Charles Helton ς Green Bowl ς  ? 

Charles Helton ς Fruit Jar Lids  ς  Box 
Elder/Spalted Hackberry/Walnut-Maple 

Jared Bruckner ςTops ς Various Charles Jennings ςTops ς Various 
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Show & Tell 
Pictures by Tom Barksdale 

Charles Jennings ς Ice Cream Paddle  ς  
Rosewood 

Rick Urban ς Bowl ς Mimosa/Walnut 

Charles Jennings  ς Bottle Stoppers  ς  
Tulipwood/Cocobolo 

Rick Urban ς Personal Wastebasket  ς   
Leland Cypress (XXXcypress) 

Doug Anderson ςChristmas Ornaments  
ς Various 

Frank Newby ς File Handles ς  
? Chinese Hardwood 
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Wood Talk 
By Lloyd Speer 

Black Walnut  
  
The Black Walnut Juglans nigra is a deciduous tree in the Walnut Family and native to the eastern United 
States. It can grow to heights of 100-120 feet and with trunks 2-3 feet in diameter. The bark is typically 
grey-black and deeply furrowed into thin ridges that gives the bark a diamond-shaped pattern. 
  
Black walnut has a strong taproot, which makes the seedlings resilient, but difficult to transplant. It is 
classified as shade intolerant, meaning it requires full sun for optimal growth and nut production. It 
releases chemicals from roots and other tissues that harm some other organisms and give the tree a 
competitive advantage; this is often undesirable as it can harm garden plants and grasses. 
  
The leaves are compound and alternately arranged on the stem, dark green in color and typically hairy on 
the underside. The leaflets have a rounded base and a long pointed tip as well as having a serrated edge. 
  
Black walnut is highly prized for its dark-colored, straight grained, true heartwood. It is heavy, strong, 
shock resistant and yet can be easily split and worked. Black walnut (along with cedars, chestnut, and black 
locust) is one of the most durable hardwoods in the United States, though it is susceptible to insect attack. 
The wood can be kiln dried and holds its shape well after seasoning, which makes this wood even more 
attractive for wood working. It has a faint, mild odor when being worked. 
  
Heartwood can range from a lighter pale brown to a dark chocolate brown with darker brown streaks. 
Color can sometimes have a grey, purple, or reddish cast. Sapwood is pale yellow-gray to nearly white. 
Grain is usually straight, but can be irregular. Figured grain patterns such as curl, crotch, and burl are also 
seen. 
  
Common uses are furniture, cabinetry, coffins, gunstocks, paddles, flooring, interior paneling, veneer, 
turned items, and a variety of other wood products. It is typically easy to work provided the grain is 
straight and regular. Planer tearout can sometimes be a problem when surfacing pieces with irregular or 
figured grain. It glues, stains (though walnut is rarely stained), and finishes well. It also responds well to 
steam bending. 
  
The fruits (walnuts) are cultivated for their distinctive and desirable taste. Trees are often grown for both 
lumber and walnuts simultaneously and many cultivars have been developed for improved quality nuts or 
wood.  
  
Black walnut nuts are shelled commercially in the United States. The nutmeats provide a robust, 
distinctive, natural flavor and crunch as a food ingredient. Nutritionally similar to the milder-tasting English 
walnut, the black walnut kernel is high in unsaturated fat and protein. Tapped in spring, the tree yields a 
sweet sap that can be drunk or concentrated into syrup or sugar that is not unlike the sap of sugar maple. 
  
The average dried weight is 38 lbs/ft3, with a specific gravity (Basic, 12% MC): .51, .61. The Janka hardness 
is 1,010 lbf (4,490 N). Crushing strength is 7,580 lbf/in2 (52.3 MPa) with a shrinkage of Radial: 5.5%, 
Tangential: 7.8%, Volumetric: 12.8%, T/R Ratio: 1.4 
  
Sources used:  Wikipedia, www.wood-database.com/black-walnut/  
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Help Desk 
By Rick Urban 

Getting to the bottom of things... the lazy way. 
 
Many will say your bowl is not complete until you finish the bottom in some way.  Before you can do 
that you must turn it over and hold it by or against the headstock.  This article addresses one of the 
methods I often use to do this. 
 
A vacuum chuck is a favorite of many for easing the job of tooling bottoms.  I have one that I haven't 
used in a long, long time because of the nuisance factor involved in removing whatever I have on my 
headstock and installing the vacuum chuck.  I also once owned Cole Jaws which I don't have any more 
for similar reasons.  I have also used hot glue, Saran Wrap, clamps, double-sided foam tape, 
homemade fixtures, and other methods I don't now remember.  Most of them work fine and have 
their place in a  woodturner's arsenal of tricks and techniques, but none was absolutely perfect for me. 
 
One well known expression declares that "Necessity is the mother of invention."  While that is often 
true, I would add that laziness can also play a role.  Here's my lazy way to finish a bottom with a recess 
in the foot.  (Note) 
 
Mount a dry, rough-turned bowl between the chuck on the headstock and the live center in the tail 
stock.  (Bowl mouth toward the headstock.)  Re-turn and sand at least the bottom half of the outside 
of the bowl and also re-turn the recess in the foot of the bottom.  That necessarily leaves a stump in 
the middle of the recess.  Don't worry about it as long as there is room to mount the recess on the 
expanding jaws of the chuck.  Reverse the bowl and hold it with the chuck jaws in the recess.  Re-turn 
and sand the rest of the outside and the inside of the bowl. 
 
Now you have a bowl ready for finish with a nasty stump in the middle of the bottom.  If it's too big to 
sand off you might carve it away manually with a gouge or you might remount it between centers 
using a pad on a fixture in the chuck and a small waste block between the live center and bowl bottom.  
When you trim away the stump and waste block there may even be room to do some texturing as well 
as transforming the unmanageable stump into a minimal nub to sand away.  A small hand gouge or 
wood burner tip can also make quick, decorative work of the nub. 
 
There you have it.  Another method that isn't perfect but certainly appeals to my lazy side. 
 
------------- 
 
Note.  I like a 2 1/8 inch recess, often bored with a forstner bit. It is the perfect size for 50 mm jaws to 
fit in and a 2 inch sanding disc works nicely to sand away a final nub.  

 
 
 


